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T H E  W O R L D  
I S  G O V E R N E D 

B Y  I D E A S

WE ARE CONCERNED WITH THOSE  
THAT DETERMINE THE SHAPE OF TOMORROW. 

Everybody is welcome in the discussion regardless 
of differences of opinion. Ideas have practical 

consequences. An honest debate about them is the 
foundation of inclusive laws, and simplifications 
are inherently excluding. THIS IS WHY FOR THREE 

GENERATIONS WE HAVE BEEN THE PREDOMINANT  
VOICE IN THE DEBATE ABOUT THE REPUBLIC. 

T H O U G H T P R OVO K I N G



W
e o f t e n 
s u c c u m b 
to the be-
li e f  t h a t 
the history 
of our de-

mocracy is unique and unrepeatable. 
Such a claim is as true as similar claims 
made by any other nation. But this be-
lief rarely drives anyone into a trap of 
intellectual autism, as it did to contem-
porary Polish republicans. The domi-
nant political discourse in Poland is so 

deeply embedded in historical catego-
ries that it is sometimes anachronistic 
and can even create parallel worlds. 
One such parallel world is the idea of 
the First Republic, which among many 
otherwise intelligent people becomes 
a mythical Arcadia, the tradition of 
which was interrupted, but everything 
must be done to resurrect it. It is upli-
fting that people let themselves be 
carried away by touching moments of 
communal “memories”, but clinging to 
the belief that these ideas are still alive, 
is harmful. When invoking the broken 
thread of Hannah Arendt’s tradition, 
you must subject the Polish republican 
language to the test for speaking com-
prehension and discuss republicanism 
in the context of modern republican 
ideas. Then perhaps we will see what 

Three ideas 
WOJCIECH PRZYBYLSKI

our originality has to offer to the world, 
and what we need to re-evaluate in our 
discourse so that we can talk about 
a really better quality of public life. 

Reading about republican 
ideas is not for everyone; I address my 
book primarily to those who are con-
cerned with the dramatic rupture, now 
opening into a yawning chasm, between 
what is private and what is public. Liber-
als, especially those brought up on the 
dogmas of the Cold War discourse, limit 
their expectations to running water in 
their taps and electricity in their sock-
ets and don’t want the government and 
society to meddle in the affairs of indi-
viduals. The political descendants of the 
twin brothers, Piłsudski and Dmowski, 
oppose the liberals by standing guard to 
the efficiency of the state and building 
Polish big government for at least one 
hundred years. Modern republicanism is 
a challenge for both these perspectives. 
Republicanism is not situated some-
where between them. Republicanism 
does not exist between the left and the 
right, but it means the acceptance of an 
order which transcends them both. This 
higher-order language is lacking today in 
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Poland because even symbolic manifes-
tations of remembering the republican 
character of our political community 
tend to be usurped by one of the warring 
factions with the same ease with which 
the post-communist party subscribes 
to the legacy of the Solidarity demands. 

Today it is very hard to conc-
lude that republican language serves as 
a common reference point and that when 
we shout “Rzeczpospolita” [old-fashio-
ned synonym of republic] all fellow ci-
tizens will soon rally to the call. On the 
contrary, the republic lives above all in 
the minds of politicians, who by using the 
language of common good are trying to 
build the identity of their faction against 
other factions. Yet the republic means 
building - each time anew - institutions 
by citizens, rather than building the state 
by politicians. 

Republicanism of the Third 
Republic, that is the post-communist 
Poland, has become republicanism of 
the right, a language of contestation and 
the eighteen-century Confederation of 
Bar, that is the last stand in the fight for 
the survival of the Catholic faith and the 
Polish Republic. But it should be a lan-
guage of living institutions, grassroots in-
stitutions, which in the early twenty-first 
century we still do not have – perhaps 
apart from the Authority for Electronic 
Regulation. This is the first challenge for 
the minds interested in the state. For to 
become reality, the republic needs on the 
one hand the republican spirit – univer-
sality and participation – and on the other 
hand the body of institutions cumulating 
and organising this spirit, these emotions 
and this energy for the common good. 
It is clear that the institutions we have 
inherited from the nineteenth and twen-
tieth centuries, are going through a crisis 
today. It is not only corruption that we 
know from the Profumo case, but also 
the crisis of the German bureaucracy 
unable to stop the profit-seeking ac-
tions of Chancellor Schröder, the Dutch 

still not firmly grounded in institutions, 
is emerging in the search of the right to 
have a say in governing our cities, but it 
is yet devoid of the sense of responsibility 
it entails. 

We should also mention 
the thing which attracts us most in the 
republic. It is above all freedom, but not 
just ordinary individual freedom, but po-
litical liberty, the twin slogans of which 
are equality and a sense of solidarity with 
others. It is in the name of freedom that 
the shackles of political demagoguery 
of despots have been cast away, consti-
tutions have been written, parliaments 
have been established and associations 
of free democratic states and free inde-
pendent people - civil societies – have 
been built. Today republicanism seems 
to be a mere correction of liberalism, 
protecting us against the demagoguery 
of technocrats. It will never replace it. It 
is a thing of the past, but on the other 
hand it constantly comes to life in the 
ideas that empowered modern Europe 
and America. Liberty, Equality, Fraterni-
ty – these slogans, and in that order, are 
beacons of power for emerging empires. 

Finally we must realise that 
the republic and republicanism are not 
and idyll. In the name of the republic 
people have been murdered, terror and 
dictatorship have been established, slav-
ery and subjection of women existed in 
the republic. The republic is a constant 
challenge and this why we should above 
all talk about it, but in our civic actions 
we should not put our trust in political 
republicans until we ourselves become 
republicans of conviction. 

multicultural social model, in which the 
Islamic minority is seeking to seize power 
in the name of non-democratic values, 
the unreliable US security institutions 
themselves creating new dangers, the 
degradation of the French welfare model, 
the crisis of institutions of public debate 
and freedom of expression in the UK and 
many others. Wherever you look, the 
foundations of countries which are re-
publican in their spirit are being eroded. 
And yet successive nations of the world 
manifest the desire for a republican rev-
olution and a renewal of this tradition. 
What do you need to renew it in Poland? 

The second challenge is 
education to these new challenges. How 
should we turn back the tide of demo-
cratic erosion together, in responsibility 
for all things common? How should we 
transform the optimism of youth in the 
pragmatism of institutions without losing 
the spirit and freshness which endows 
our communal existence with meaning? 
The answer is not easy, but let us leave 
this question aside for the moment. And 
we will not deal now with the third chal-
lenge, which is related to the collapse of 
ideology, the confused status of religion 
and the fast-moving technological pro-
gress. If you believe Benedict Anderson, 
who identified the beginning of the mo-
dern nation-states in the common idea 
made possible by the development of 
printing  and press, today we stand at 
the threshold of the next cultural leap, 
which has not yet been named. Techno-
logy crushes the fragile bond of tradition 
and destroys authorities painstakingly 
built in the time of peace and stagna-
tion. These are the challenges to new 
forms of republican spirit, which sho-
uld not give up the memory of its roots, 
but neither should it imprison itself in 
this memory. The challenge for the new 
era of republicanism is to  create a new 
language of reform, participation, and 
influence of many on our public life. Such 
a manifestation of the republican spirit, 
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R E S  P U B L I C A  N O W A
editor-in-chief: Wojciech Przybylski 

This magazine of ideas presents the opinions and analyses of the most important 
contemporary researchers of culture and politics, such as Ian Buruma, Przemysław 
Czapliński, Chantal Delsol, David Harvey, Ivan Krastev, Marcin Król, Iwona Kurz, 
Jacek Kurczewski, Bronislaw Łagowski, Pierre Manent, Elżbieta Matynia, Philip 
Pettit, Adam Daniel Rotfeld, Saskia Sassen, Aleksander Smolar, Timothy Snyder, 
Jadwiga Staniszkis, and Szymon Wróbel 

The intended readers are opinion-makers, think-tanks and the academic community 
as well as outstanding students 

The number of printed copies is 2800, available in EMPiK stores, kiosks in Poland, 
and academic bookstores. 

Electronic editions for e-book readers are available on the website and on popular 
press sites. Website readership stands at 25,000 users 

Since 2013 RPN has the status of an academic journal 

A quarterly. Published in Polish. Special issues in English 

P U B L I S H I N G



The first issues of Res Publica appeared in 1979. Under communism the magazine was 
conceived as a space of free thought, “a spiritual and democratic parliament” debat-
ing the shape of future Poland without constraints originating from political outlook, 
organisational affiliation, or religion. 
The current editorial team pursues these goals in the context of the present. We cre-
ate a framework for multilateral dialogue, sharpening our republican character and at 
the same time giving the lie to its perceived partisan nature. We deal with communal 
matters, in the conviction that our editorial viewpoints are an expression of what is in 
the public interest, respecting the right to privacy. 

› C I T I E S ‹  M A G A Z I N E
editor-in-chief: Marta Żakowska 

Co-publisher: Institute for Research on Public Space 

Cooperating bodies: Society of Polish Town Planners, Urban Movements Congress, 
Museum of Modern Art in Warsaw 

Under the auspices of the Association of Polish Architects, the Association of Polish 
Cities, the Union of Polish Metropolises 

The intended readers are officials, local government officials, academics, architects, 
activists, professionals in domains related to the development of towns and cities in 
Poland, and active citizens. 

Cities magazine is dedicated to urban culture, various aspects of the development of 
Polish towns and cities (from urban policy and management through urban planning 
and architecture to design and art in public spaces). This nationwide publication, the 
only magazine devoted exclusively to urban issues, is created by specialists from 
various disciplines, examining urban issues and solutions from Poland and abroad, as 
well as local government officials and mayors. Key issues relating to the developments 
and problems faced by Polish urban spaces are discussed on its pages. These devel-
opments are presented from various perspectives – that of the administration as well 
as residents and specialists. The magazine is targeted above all at the communities 
involved in urban development, wanting to broaden their expertise and perspective 
on their work environment. 



V I S E G R A D  I N S I G H T
editor-in-chief: Wojciech Przybylski 

The intended readers of Visegrad Insight are decision-makers, media editors 
interested in the region, analysts from academia, and think-tanks, diplomats, leaders 
of NGOs focused on Visegrad cooperation students 

Number of printed copies: 6000 copies distributed in Central Europe and in the 
United Kingdom, Belgium, the USA, Germany, Australia 

Visegrad Insight is available at the following conferences:  
– Central European Forum (Bratislava)  
– Central European Symposium (London)  
– European Economic Congress (Katowice)  
– European Remembrance Symposium (Prague)  
– European Forum of New Ideas (Sopot)  
– Forum 2000 (Prague)  
– Economic Forum (Krynica)  
– Lennart Meri (Tallinn)  
– Visegrad Summer School (Cracow)  
– Sergio de Mello Award (Cracow)  
– Wrocław Global Forum (Wrocław)  
– Visegrad School of Political Studies (Warsaw, Strasbourg) 

Visegrad Insight is an opinion-making magazine devoted to Central Europe. The mate-
rials are prepared by a team of experienced editors from Poland, the Czech Republic, 
Slovakia, and Hungary. The aim is to stimulate an international debate on the prospects 
and challenges associated with economic, social, and cultural cooperation in the 
Visegrad Group and its vicinity. 

selected authors: Timothy Garton Ash, Edward Lucas, Ivan Krastev, Adam Michnik, 
Jacques Rupnik, Michael Sandel, Tomáš Sedláček, Karel Schwarzenberg, and others. 



B O O K S
Anty-Bezradnik przestrzenny: prawo do miasta w działaniu  
[Against urban helplessness: the right to the city in action],  
Lech Mergler, Kacper Pobłocki, Maciej Wudarski, ed., 2013

Idee republikańskie. Trzy idee [Republican ideas: three ideas],  
Wojciech Przybylski, ed., 2011

Ronald D. Asmus, A Little War That Shook the World, 2010

Cezary Wodziński, List do Janusza Palikota  
[A letter to Janusz Palikot], 2010

John Stuart Mill, On Nature, 2008 

Benjamin Constant, Principles of Politics, 2008

In preparation:

Doświadczenia polskich miast startujących o tytuł Europejskie Stoicy Kultury 2016  
[The experience of Polish cities competing for the title of the European Capital of 
Culture 2016], Celiński Artur, ed., autumn 2014

Reinhart Kosseleck, Critique and Crisis, autumn 2014

10/25: Momenty definiujące współczesną Polskę. 10 najważniejszych przemówień 
25-lecia wolnej Polski [10/25: Moments defining contemporary Poland. 10 most 
important speeches of the 25 years of free Poland], edited by Maciej Kuziemski, 
Wojciech Przybylski, autumn 2014

Marcin Król, Styl myślenia. O Polsce i Europie z odwagą. Zbiór publicystyki z Res Publiki  
1979-2007 [A style of thinking: about Poland and Europe with courage.  
A collection of articles from Res Publica 1979-2007], summer 2014



N E W  E U R O P E  1 0 0
Since autumn 2014, Res Publica has published an annual list called New Europe 100, 
which describes the most interesting leaders of New Europe. They come from different 
regions and from different professional backgrounds, but they share one thing – the 
potential to change our lives for the better. The main idea is to strengthen the voice of 
this part of Europe. We work with organisers of major conferences, such as the European 
Forum for New Ideas in Poland, the Lennart Meri Conference in Estonia, Forum2000 
in the Czech Republic and GLOBSEC in Slovakia. We are now preparing for the annual 
NE100 conference devoted to the policy of innovation and creativity in the region. 

New Europe is a unique place on the map. It was here, in the last 25 years, that great 
political and economic changes have taken place, defining a democratic vision of social 
development. This fact is worth remembering. But what might happen in the next 25 
years is even more important. Therefore, we look to the future. Today, it is difficult to 
keep up with all global trends and adequately diagnose what is most important. Among 
the many ideas that excite us, just a few will be considered revolutionary in the years 
to come. So instead of trying to describe wide-ranging developments and problems, 
we prefer to point to specific people and their stories. 

in cooperation with: Google, Financial Times, Visegrad Fund 

other partners include: Aspen Institute 
Prague, BridgeBudapest, Central 
European Forum, European Digital 
Forum, Lesław Paga Foundation, 
German Marshall Fund, Global 
Lithuanian Leaders, Lech Wałęsa 
Institute, Leviathan Confederation, 
Slovak Atlantic Commission, Sofia 
Platform, Startup Weekend or The 
Ukrainians. 

P R O G R A M M E  
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C I T Y  D N A 
Since 2009 we have helped to create a sound cultural policy in Polish cities. We believe 
that this area of public policy has substantial impact on the development of cities and 
the entire country. It is a real tool for social change. The “City DNA” method is a process 
of planning and implementing change from the bottom up, in cooperation with civil 
society actors, business, experts, and urban authorities. Our recommendations are 
created on the basis of hundreds of hours of meetings, discussions, and workshops. We 
have to bring about a systemic change in public policy in the field of culture, thus making 
it an effective tool for reinforcing local communities and the cities managed by them.

We support a substantive discussion on cultural policy and assist in the preparation of 
constructive conclusions and proposals, whether in the form of written policies or less 
formal ideas to solve existing problems. Besides written documents and strategies we 
equally value the processes preceding their creation. 

Our biggest successes and results of our work are: 

Preparation of the national report “City DNA: Urban Cultural Policy”  
– a unique source of knowledge about cultural policy in cities 

The City DNA process has taken place so far in municipalities of Bydgoszcz,  
Gdynia, Elblag, Łódź, Radomsko, and Warsaw and implementation or partial 
implementation of the agreements between residents and the authorities

Presentation of the programme in five Ukrainian cities, in Chișinău (Moldova)  
and Prague (Czech Republic)

Launching the team for urban cultural policies affiliated at the National Cultural 
Centre and the creation of a systematic program of cooperation with the urban 
authorities in Poland

Co-organisation of the meeting “City DNA: Urban Cultural Policy”  
– the first such event attended by representatives of the authorities and public 
institutions from small, medium, and large cities, who had the opportunity to reflect 
together on conditions for creating effective urban policies in the sphere of culture. 



C E N T R A L  E U R O P E A N  P R O G R A M M E
This project is an international intellectual effort to understand and reflect on political 
ideas in Central Europe, taking into account that the term Central Europe itself is yet 
vague and requires context of those ideas. It consists of a number of seminars, public 
debates, and conferences leading to publication of a series of articles on political 
debate in the region.

We present a new approach to mapping political discourse in the region. Gathering 
the work of scholars, writers, and journalists, the dictionary works in two directions: 
providing analysis of terms that are universal for modern politics and examining these 
concepts through the unique context of Central Europe.

Since 2011 we have organised three annual conferences to peer review the texts 
that are to be published in a book to be ready by 2015. This will be a companion of 
short essays illustrating the political language of Central Europe and its reference to 
universalised concepts. The authors of entries take into consideration local histories, 
but they never lose sight of parallels between particular regional experiences and the 
universal dimensions of modern politics.



T H E  F R E E  S P E E C H  
P A R T N E R S H I P  P R O G R A M M E
Implemented since 2009, the programme aims at creating a network of opinion-making, 
intellectual, and cultural communities from the countries of the former Eastern Bloc. 
Within the project, we work with editors of magazines both traditionally published in 
print and issued in digital form, which ensure a high level of reflection on the world 
around us. 

So far the programme includes more than 50 editors. We are currently focused on 
deepening and fine-tuning cooperation with magazines already in the network, and 
also on expanding our network to include magazines from the Baltic countries and 
independent newspapers in Russia. In the near future we aim to become a collective 
voice on important issues relating to the international community. 

Within the programme we have so far organised three international conferences, 
which were attended by more than 60 editors from the Eastern Partnership countries 
and the Visegrad Group, as well as Austria, Germany, and Russia. We have conducted 
seminars for editors from Ukraine, Belarus, and Moldova. We have published more 
than 20 texts, mainly in English, Polish, and Russian, although some have also been 
translated into German and Italian. 

more information: www.freespeechpartnership.org



Private :

Stefan Batory Foundation  

Janusz Palikot Foundation 

RITA – a programme of the Foundation for Education for Democracy

Google 

International Paper Poland 

Orange Poland 

PKN Orlen S. A. 

Plustek

Public: 

International Visegrad Fund 

Ministry of Culture and National Heritage, Poland

Adam Mickiewicz Institute, Poland

National Centre for Culture, Poland

Civic Initiatives Fund (FIO)

Museum of Polish History 

Foundation for Polish-German Cooperation 

The U.S. Embassy in Poland 

Henrich Boell Foundation 

Austrian Cultural Forum 

French Cultural Centre, University of Warsaw 

Office of European Capital of Culture – Warsaw 2016 

Cultural Department of the City of Warsaw 

Polish Institute in Budapest 

Polish Institute in Kyiv 

Polish Institute in Prague 

Res Publica is a not for profit organisation. Since 2013 we have received with gratitude 
1% of income tax from our supporters and friends. 

We also carry on paid statutory activities and economic activities, allocating the 
generated funds for the implementation the Foundation’s mission. 

KRS: 0000218432
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ANNUALLY WE PUBLISH MORE THAN  
500 articles WRITTEN BY 170 authors

WE WORK WITH OVER 60 partner 
institutions in 15 cities in Poland AND 
MORE THAN 30 international partners

OUR PARTNERS ARE think-tanks,  
magazines, local government, NGOs, 

business organizations, PR companies

THE COUNTRIES IN WHICH  
WE HAVE IMPLEMENTED OUR PROJECTS 
INCLUDE: Austria, Belarus, the Czech 
Republic, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, 

Macedonia, Moldova, Germany, Poland, 
Slovakia, Ukraine, Hungary


